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’ SPIES BALLOONS AGENTS, CAMERAS AND SABOTAG!
The Armenia plane mmdent

Was ihe CIA mvolved"

By Frank Bellamv
(First of three articles)

N BEPT 2, 1958 & four-engine U8

transport plane took off from Ada-
na, Tuarkey.on what was to have becn,
the Alr Force sald, a three-legged flight
north toward the Black Sea, east to Van .
near the border of Soviet- Armenia, and
thence back to. Adana.

The next day the Assogiated Press: re- -

ported from Adeis-that the unarmed C-
430 had ‘““disappeared” and that “an

" Intensivé search was underway” for the

plane and the 17 men aboard. “Air Force
.officials so far did not suggest that the.
plane might have strayed over thq Soviet
border,” thé AP dispatch said.

Four days after the “disappearance” * .

the State Dept. asked the Soviet govern-
‘where-

sians replied they had found a plane’s
wreckage 35 miles northwest of Yerevsn,

capital of Soviet Armenia.
over six bodles, four of which were iden-

tiftable as members of the C-130 crew, -

hut insisted they had no information on

" the 11 others. |,

NJthing further was heard of the in<

President Nixon and Secy. Dulles told :
visiting Soviet Deputy.Premier Mikoysn i

. they belleved that Moscow, was- withhold- |
. ing information on the 11-missing .u-- f

. men, Mikoynn denied it.

' THE TAPE RECORDING: Then on Feb.

‘8, with. Mikoyan biack in Moscow, the

! State Dept. released s transcript of what

' it said was a tape recording -of an in-

. tercepted i
" among four Boviet fighter pilols attack-

.inid~alr radio  couversation
“ing the trausport plane five months, be-
_fore. The State Dept. said it was proof °
*he Ruesians had shoi down the plane.
veaction wia o barp. A Moascow
Cowhiu ceaameninsr casotd Ao Uelumey
farce . . . 1The fake ts go ransuarent toal
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Script

trienzh it Fae
»oHLAS we 11 1 were vl Hollywnod

A Colad Sd ter

DY ROINCOUS W g RLAW 2ipl.ng of cunwein-

parary  Lusslani Sangiade -or even of

fixBler oane cactics .. The State Do

;\lL-]L to employ beticr <Cript writers ltr
eir (mq.u(-t "

They turned . &

1959, when Vice ™
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IIQLLOON EN'VELOPE AND SUPI:I-SN )om RJG SHOWN IN PEKI\IG
Thc Chlncu say the equipment came ff a downed American sircraft.

‘phne in Soviet terrttory. did it first re-

port the plane had .’ disappeared’ and
‘“an intensive search was underway”?

‘& Why, i 1% ntereopied the ‘Soviet
pilets’ conversalicn c« tounable Lo rec-
ord & mess@he [0OIN U American piane
—either td its Home Luse or to the Soviet

.

€@ Why didn’t the Etate Dept. men-
tio. the tape recording to Mikoyan and
invite hiin to listen to 11? Waa the re-
the ¢*rocding - us a few uews-

ti-Bovaet senturient shid forestall Brirah
Pritne Minister Macmilian's trip to hlos-
cov' lhe 1Y Times Fep,. T) nald:
“These has heen some speculatlon that
the (sovernment’s action in making pub-
L the transcript of the conversation of
tae Saviet 1ilnts was designed to stiffen
U3 nd Western aititudes toward ' Mos-
€1y Some commenterors speculated that

L auenty

©tust

Ttally,” and the 11 missing airmen had
~ peiished without a trace in the explosion
an¢: flames. Such things do.happen. The
very same day as the Armenia crash, for
inste nce, an American C-124 transport
with 19 aboard fell in the Pacific off
“juan- and an air-sea search team could
tind 1w survivors.
X The second, more provocative, possi-
biity -vag that the C-130, dgsigned as’
¢ a para roop carrier, deltberately flrw in-
.t Sov et Armenia (0 Grop esplolage
‘n a Tentral Intelllgence Agency
' operatio,r. In his Feb. 18 Weekly, I. F.
! Btone qwoted a Washington St-ar re-
;‘Lrter
“American officinls scoi’fed as expected
. at the ide+ that a C-130 transport, un-
. aimed, s and unmaneuverable, would
pe - nt on 2 dangerous (ntelligence mis-
. slon. Other3 wonder. however, whether
this kind of plane might not make

Toe sl affarr Taeed guespune t) i 1ove was aimed al Laltiig che ‘thaw' n good ‘cover! particu'arly if gents
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posite dircction—nevef 'wa.u,‘ explalm‘:f

satisfactorily,

Two non-uniformed men captured by
the Chinese, Richard Fectesu and John
T. Duwney, were- tried, convieted and
sentenced ns spies: they were accti-ed of
trying ‘o drop supplies to, and max.

contact with, Chiang sgents. A group of

Americen youths, visiting. China after
the 1957 Moscow Youth Festival, .inter-
viewed Fecteau in prison and reported
his statement that he and Downey were

. CIA agents.

That the lushly- rinanced super-secret
CIA is engaged in espionage and sahotage
apainst the socidlist world is haraly open
to doubt any longer. Turkey, slong with
West Germany and Taiwah, {8 a favorite
base for CIA espionage. Periodically CIA
sples are caught after sneaking intu Are-
menia. Sometimes they-confess,

TASS REPORT: On Feb..15, nine days
after the Btate Dept. released the tape
recording. the Sovirt news agency Twss
reported that several groups. of agents

.of the US, and ‘furkish intelligence

rervices had bren captured after’crossing

.~ from Turkey. Sald Taws:

“Tle spies were selected and recruited
by members of the Karakesen and Kars

section, of the Tarkish Intellikence 8erv- .

ice . . . American Intelligence agents

espionlage, whatever can be gleaped from

- Boviet ‘defectors,’ and a wide range of

other miscellaneous gources . . ”
THE DALLOONS: One :nnoping gadget

Ransom negiected to mention was the :

balloon. U.S. ballnon flights over Boviet
territory reached a peak in early 1856.

At that time Weeiern correspondents in

Moscow were shown 50 balloons the Rus-
sians said had ‘been intercepted while on
Rerial reconnaissence missions for the

_ UB. It was charged that air wrecks and

ground deaths were caused by exploding
balloons.

Although Washington avowed that the

balioons carried only weather-recording
equipment, the correspondents noted ra-

dlon to control the balloons’ flight. The .
Russians said. the Tadios enabled - the' '

balloons to cross the entire breadth of the
Boviet Union in seven to ten days and
then release serial cameras by plu'n.chute
into friendly hands.

The aerial cameras were to take pho-
tographs of cloud formations, the U.S.
sald. The Russians sald they also took-
paotographs of Russian topography. Or.e

© captured balloon yleided very clear pice

instructed -te agents in methods of car--

rying cut subversive anctivities in the So-

© v.et Unien, as well as in the handling of
- tirearms ...

The American agents care-
fully- examined them to find out whether

they carried any trade marks of Amer-,
“ican origin and sternly warned them’
that in case of capture in tne Soviet

Unicn they must not admit the part

- plaved by Americansin their training ...

The U.S. is known to majntaln mont-

rplanes and  military  hstallatioar.
Anu ricatr  espronage knew  the 37‘3#1:
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" toring devices along the Armenian iroa- .
!.nr to record the activities cf Russian

rures ¢f a 0.9, alrfield in Turkey.-

THE DOUBTED WORD: Washington .

acknowledged that 500 of the gas-bags
had been launched in less than & month
from poiuts in Western Euiope and Tur-
key, denied the Soviet .charges, but
agreed to stop the flights.

That it did not keep its word was at- -

tested to—another coilcidence In time—
Jast Sept. 3, one day after the Armenia
plane crash, when Moscow complained

anew of US. balloon invasions, Three
days- later the “State Dept, confirmed :

that the balloons probably were there, :.”
‘N.Y. Times, Sept. 7).

‘Iha Times* Hanson Baldwin wrote

‘2-13-56) that the most se:rous after-
matr of the 1456 balloon incident was
TN bt ooagt wwnl the sord of the
s, goveritrent.” He said -i.e Russians
‘et xome vretty hard evidence . to
cindince themn that the an lnxton ar=
fLer dRs ol the (nole tirh

v aestienr was: o Wesn ngton wuid

’non we trusted W ogll tae whole truth

o foe baivon flight.. cown its word be
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